
 

 

 



THIS ISSUE  

Cruise Control is the magazine of the Motafrenz Car Club Inc. 

Volume 24, Issue 08. April/March 2018. 

Cover by Editor. Main picture by Mat G. 

 

CONTACT 

Motafrenz Car Club Inc 

PO Box 1331, Collingwood, VIC3066 

Email: motafrenz@motafrenz.org.au 

Web: www.motafrenz.org.au   

/motafrenz   @motafrenz 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Annual membership for 2017/2018 (expires on June 30) 

Single $45.00 

Joint $60.00 

 

MINUTES 

The minutes of the committee meetings, the Annual General Meeting and any other sub-

committee or special meeting of the Club are available to all members upon request from the 

secretary. Contact: secretary@motafrenz.org.au or 04 0788 2696 

 

MEETINGS 

The Committee invites you to attend and participate in the monthly committee meetings which are 

held on the second Wednesday of each month at 7 pm. If you have an event idea or any other 

suggestions concerning the running of the Club, this is the perfect opportunity to have your say. 

After the meeting, we enjoy a good old-fashioned pub meal and a few light refreshments. See the 

Events pages for more details or email secretary@motafrenz.org.au 

 

PAYMENTS 

Motafrenz’ preferred method of payment is PayPal (go to www.paypal.com and make payment to 

treasurer@motafrenz.org.au). Cheques may be made payable to Motafrenz Car Club or 

Electronic Bank Transfer to our bank account BSB 033 063, Account 124490, Reference: Include 

your name and the event/item you are paying for. Please email bank transfer details to 

treasurer@motafrenz.org.au  

http://www.facebook.com/motafrenz
mailto:secretary@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:secretary@motafrenz.org.au
file:///C:/Users/hpcesc/Desktop/Cruise%20Control/www.paypal.com
mailto:treasurer@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:treasurer@motafrenz.org.au
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COMMITTEE 

PRESIDENT 
Brett Tooke      
president@motafrenz.org.au 
 
SECRETARY 
Joseph Sirianni     
secretary@motafrenz.org.au 
 
TREASURER 
Russell Lees         04 3985 2963 
treasurer@motafrenz.org.au 
 
EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR 
Jeff Whitehead         04 2931 1737 
events@motafrenz.org.au 
 
PUBLICATION EDITOR & WEBMASTER 
Mat Giacomantonio 
editor@motafrenz.org.au  
webmaster@motafrenz.org.au 
 
COMMUNITY GROUP LIAISON 
Anthony Wiseman       
community@motafrenz.org.au 

AOMC LIAISON 
Jeff Whitehead            
aomc@motafrenz.org.au 
 
FEDERATION LIAISON 
Alan Benedetti & Brett Tooke          
federation@motafrenz.org.au           
 
MEMBERSHIP 
Brett Huxtable 
motafrenz@motafrenz.org.au 
 
PRIVACY OFFICER 
Nick Bassett 
privacy@motafrenz.org.au 
 
PROPERTY OFFICER 
Gordon Campbell       04 0788 2696 
property@motafrenz.org.au 
 
CLUB PERMIT OFFICER 
Michael Frith             04 0919 6435 
permit@motafrenz.org.au  

 
 

 

 

Motafrenz Car Club is a member of the Association of Motoring Clubs [AOMC], Federation of 

Veteran, Vintage & Classic Vehicle Clubs Victoria and Team Melbourne. Motafrenz Car Club is 

authorised by VicRoads to operate under the Club Permit scheme for veteran, classic, historic and 

street rod vehicles. 

The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of Motafrenz, its Members, nor 

its Committee. Whilst all due care is taken, neither Motafrenz, its Members, nor its Committee can 

accept any responsibility for the accuracy of any item, service or advice printed in, or adopted 

from this publication. The Editor reserves the right to edit or omit any material submitted for 

inclusion in this publication. 

Organisation Registration Number: A0029548A  

© 2018 Motafrenz Car Club Inc.  

mailto:president@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:secretary@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:treasurer@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:events@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:editor@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:webmaster@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:community@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:aomc@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:federation@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:motafrenz@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:privacy@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:property@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:permit@motafrenz.org.au
http://www.aomc.asn.au/
http://www.teammelbourne.org.au/
http://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
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ED SEZ 
 

 

ello dear reader, H

After the busy summer 

months comes a reduction in 

temperature and events, and 

a relaxed and leisurely 

calendar for all to enjoy.  

The combined April and May 

edition contains reports on the 

Yarra Valley winery tour, 

ANZAC Day drive and the Yarra Valley Pride Cup. There is also an article on 

the unique Chrysler Turboflite. 

Apologies any graphical glitches you may see, I have had to switch software 

last minute and have not been able to rectify any issues in time. 

As always, if you have anything interesting that you think our readers may 

enjoy, please send it to editor@motafrenz.org.au    

Mat  

mailto:editor@motafrenz.org.au
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PREZ SEZ 
 

ear members, D

As I write this, I can hear the sound of rain on 

the roof and it reminds me that winter is fast 

approaching. Before you put on the woollies 

and hibernate until spring, just remember that 

there are lots of fun events for Motafrenz even 

in Winter! Details re our annual xmas in July 

will be coming out soon. Be sure to mark the 

date in your Calendar. The AGM is fast approaching and the Committee have 

already been busy organising for this day. 

 

 Motafrenz were recently lucky enough to have a winery tour from our very 

own sommelier- Brett Huxtable. Thank you to Brett for your time and 

expertise. Once again it was a hit and the feedback was very positive. 

  

Motafrenz also jumped on-board and supported the AFL Pride Cup recently. It 

was great to see so many LQBITQ people and supporters stand up for 

inclusion in a sport that traditionally had not been supportive or inclusive of 

non ‘macho’ men. Thanks to Anthony Wiseman and Jeffrey Whitehead for 

coordinating this event. 

We hope to see you at the upcoming AOMC classic showcase. 

Happy motoring. 

Brett  
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GAY-TRACTIONS 
 
 

MONTHLY EVENTS 

CLUB & COMMITTEE MEETING FOLLOWED BY DINNER (second Wednesday of every 

month) 

The Committee invites you to come along and participate in the monthly Club & Committee 

Meeting. If you have an event idea or any other suggestions, this is the perfect opportunity to have 

your say. After the meeting, we enjoy a good pub meal and a few light refreshments. 

DATES:   

Wednesday 9
th
 May 2018  

Wednesday 13
th 

June 2018  

Wednesday 11
th 

July 2018 … 

 

TIME: Arrive by 6:45pmish and meet us upstairs in our meeting room. Committee starts at 7pm. 

After the meeting we will move to our pre-booked table downstairs in the Dining Room. We will 

then order our dinner (service is quick here).  

WHERE: Due to sales of local pubs, we have had to book at short notice at various locations. We 

hope to find a regular location. In the meantime, please contact us regarding details. 

COST (only if dining at the hotel): Main course $17 - $25 

BOOKING: Preferred 

CONTACT: Joseph S - secretary@motafrenz.org.au 

 

 

 

  

mailto:secretary@motafrenz.org.au
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SLOT CAR RACING (Third Wednesday of the month)  

A Light-hearted, fun evening at Chris’ slot car raceway on the third Wednesday of each month. 

Loan cars available for newcomers. Experience levels vary and the main thing is to enjoy the 

camaraderie, have a laugh and a social chat. BYO snacks. Soft drinks, tea and coffee is provided. 

Please arrive between 7:30 - 8:00 PM. RSVP to Chris at chrispics30@hotmail.com 

DATES:  

Wednesday 16
th
  May  2018  

Wednesday 20
th
  June  2018  

Wednesday 18
th
  July  2018 … 

 

 

SUNDAY DRIVE & LUNCH (3rd Sunday of Every Month) 

For details see events listing which follow here.  

 

4WD DAY TRIPS  

For details see events listing which follow here. 4wd trip guides available in “4wd Treks Close to 

Melbourne – 3rd edition” – published by boilingbilly.net.au For more details contact Gordon 

Campbell - 0407 882 696 - property@motafrenz.org.au 

 

FYI EVENTS 

Note: With regard to events not organised by Motafrenz: the nature of events and the 

entertainment provided is outside the control of Motafrenz. Members may care to view the event's 

website where they can assess for themselves, from their point of view, the suitability of the event 

and the entertainment provided by the organisers. 

 

 

mailto:chrispics30@hotmail.com
mailto:property@motafrenz.org.au
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MAY 

 

RACV-AOMC NATIONAL MOTORING HERITAGE DAY 

WHEN: Sunday 20 May 2018  
TIME: Meet at Coles Express at 10am for a 10:30am departure. 
MEET: Coles Express 1805-1825 Sydney Rd, Campbellfield 
DETAILS: Motafrenz Car Club regularly attends this annual friendly event with a strong 

showing of vehicles and will likely again for 2018. There is typically no allocated parking so 

best to regroup outside before entering where possible or stick together in convoy from the 

Coles Express.  
From: http://www.aomc.asn.au/national-motoring-heritage-day/ 
The National Motoring Heritage Day 2018 as promoted by the AOMC, will be on the 20th May 

at Kilmore Racecourse. All clubs - car, truck, cycle and machinery are invited to participate in 

the AOMC event. Any club may stage their own event or attend any other event. 

Any club may stage their own event or attend any other event.  

The aim of the National Motoring Heritage Day (NMHD) is to promote and display Australia's 

strong motoring heritage and also show the community, business and government the strength 

of the Australian motoring movement.  

It is most fortunate that the Australian climate has been relatively kind to old motor vehicles and 

a varied range of early vehicles from Europe and North America still exist - some of which are 

believed to be the last remaining! 

After much consideration the NMHD was chosen to be the third Sunday in May each year and 

to be adopted in all Australian States and territories. The choice of this day would avoid any 

conflict with Mother's Day and allow Clubs to plan local events well ahead. 

All motoring clubs are encouraged to participate in the event because, without promotion of our 

hobby, government and community support may gradually fade and concessional registration 

schemes may be lost.  

To further promote community support the AOMC has chosen to assist local communities with 

proceeds from NMHD rallies. 

ROAD CONDITIONS: Sealed – Freeway & main roads 
SUITS CARS: All types 
DESTINATION: Kilmore Racecourse 

https://goo.gl/maps/xJ8gUoJYuXH2
http://www.aomc.asn.au/national-motoring-heritage-day/
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COST: Typically a gold coin donation on entry. 
BOOKING: Nice to know if you're coming along and will help if we group before entering. 
BRING: Picnic, friends and your pride and joy be it car, partner or family.  
PETS: Likely . Please contact Jeff to check 
CONTACT: Jeff W email: Text: 0429311737 
LINKS: http://www.aomc.asn.au/national-motoring-heritage-day/ 
 

FYI - 42nd Historic Winton 

Friday 25, Saturday 26 & Sunday 27 May 2018 

Winton Motor Raceway, near Benalla, Victoria Australia  

Visit www.historicwinton.org for more information 

 

CLUB & COMMITTEE MEETING FOLLOWED BY DINNER 

2nd Wednesday of every month! 

DATE: Wednesday 9 May DETAILS – See first page. 

 

SLOT CAR RACING 

3rd Wednesday of every month! 

DATE: Wednesday 16 May DETAILS – See first page of this Event List 

 

  

http://www.aomc.asn.au/national-motoring-heritage-day/
http://www.historicwinton.org/
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JUNE 

 

 

 

Third Sunday drive – Werribee mansion and pub for lunch 

WHEN: Sunday 17 June 2018 
TIME: 10:00 am 
MEET: Caltex Safeway Duosa Rd & Langshaw St, Altona North 
DETAILS: Come visit Werribee Park with Motafrenz and discover the story of an Australian 

pastoral empire and explore the Victorian era in the Italianate-style architecture and interiors of 

Werribee Mansion. We will be departing from the big car park on the corner of Lanshaw St and 

Duosa Rd at 10:30 am in convoy for a half hour drive to the historic Werribee mansion. “Stroll 

through 10 hectares of beautiful formal gardens and open space park land. Werribee Mansion 

was completed by wealthy pastoralists, the Chirnside family in 1877. Built in the Italianate 

architecture style, Werribee Mansion boasts 60 rooms in several wings. Following extensive 

restoration, many of the Chirnside family’s items, including clothing, furniture remain on 

display. After a few hours here, we will head for the local pub for a hearty feed. 

ROAD CONDITIONS: Sealed – Freeway & main roads 

SUITS CARS: All types 

DESTINATION: Werribee mansion, Werribee 
COST: General Admission to Mansion - Adult $10.00, Concession/Child (4 to 15 years) $7.40, 

Family (2 Adults 2 Children) $31.90. Entry to the Werribee Park Gardens is free. Note that the 

Victoria State Rose Garden is closed until further notice. 

BOOKING: Very helpful for booking a tour and nice to know if should you be running late 

BRING: Friends, cheer and map and your pride and joy be it car, partner or family.  

PETS: No pets allowed  

CONTACT: Jeff W email: Text on the day: 0429 311 737 

LINKS: http://parkweb.vic.gov.au/explore/parks/werribee-park/things-to-do/werribee-mansion 
 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Caltex+Safeway+Altona+North/@-37.8268999,144.84754,19z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x6ad660e106c939d5:0x830dabfe1781876c!8m2!3d-37.8268999!4d144.848
https://www.google.com.au/maps/place/Werribee+Mansion/@-37.8774289,144.6900459,12z/data=!4m22!1m16!4m15!1m6!1m2!1s0x6ad684469441d339:0x81360d40534a52a8!2sWerribee+Mansion,+K+Road,+Werribee+South+VIC!2m2!1d144.670961!2d-37.930526!1m6!1m2!1s0x6ad660e106c939d5:0x830dabfe1781876c!2sCaltex+Safeway+Altona+North,+Duosa+Rd+&+Langshaw+St,+Altona+North+VIC+3025!2m2!1d144.848!2d-37.8269!3e0!3m4!1s0x6ad684469441d339:0x81360d40534a52a8!8m2!3d-37.930526!4d144.670961
http://parkweb.vic.gov.au/explore/parks/werribee-park/things-to-do/werribee-mansion
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CLUB & COMMITTEE MEETING FOLLOWED BY DINNER 

2nd Wednesday of every month! 

DATE: Wednesday 13 June DETAILS – See first page. 

 

SLOT CAR RACING 

3rd Wednesday of every month! 

DATE: Wednesday 20 June DETAILS – See first page of this Event List  
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YARRA VALLEY WINERY TOUR 
 

By Jeff W, Pics by David 

 

Today's third Sunday was well attended and many nice cars. 3 great 

classics, and great company. Ross J brought a new Commodore along 

to show off from Bay City Holden in Frankston. Apparently it drives very 

nicely with a two litre turbo and nine speed transmission. 

 

Brett led the charge with a well-rounded visit to two wineries before 

lunch. The drive too was worth the effort traversing some beautiful hilly 

country on the Warburton side from Wonga Park to Silvan dam. Brett is 

certainly a great leader for the Motafrenz annual wine tour and his 

effort is much appreciated by all who come along. 

 

Kellybrook Wines in Wonga Park was our first stop where they make a 

cider to the traditional Champagne method. It certainly is a well-

established winery initially more noted for its cider. They also have the 

oldest Gewürzstraminer grapes in the valley. Then it was time to head 

off for the Seville estate in Seville. This is an all-time favourite of 

Brett's, with great views and great wines in a colder climate. 
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For lunch we headed to the Holy Grill in Mt Evelyn. The food, service 

and atmosphere here was excellent. After lunch we made our way over 

to Elmswood estate in Seville. After enjoying the beautiful views there, 

and sampling some of their wines, we headed to Wandin East. This too 

has a great view over the Yarra Valley and was a great place to finish 

up for a wonderful day. 
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  ANZAC DAY DRIVE 
 

By Jeff W.  Pics by Marcus B and Mat G 

 

Today's drive started out neatly at the northbound BP near Calder park 

with fresh coffee and chat with early arrivals. Setting off on time we all 

headed to the Malmsbury Botanic Gardens to meet up with Neil and 

Steven and with Oscar Neil's bright shining yellow Trabant, complete 

with DDR country of origin sticker, along with a few trinkets here and 

there including an East German border guard hat. Some of us actually 

heard two-stroke Oscar well before we even saw Oscar. We also had 

Adrian running seconds late in his sporting blue Corvette convertible. It 

was a great turnout with around 19 people in all and a splendid variety 

of cars including Mike's new Sigma with patented silent shafts, and 

Eric's stunningly quick Lotus, which was something I just wanted to 

pick up, put in my pocket, and take home with me for something to 

drive to the local fish and chip shop in tonight. There were also many 

more wonderful cars at today's ANZAC day drive including Cahal's 

sweet Morris Major.  

https://www.visitmacedonranges.com/tourism_listing/malmsbury-botanic-gardens-2/
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A relaxing stroll through these picturesque gardens lead us to the a 

massive and wonderful blue stone goldfield's railway line bridge. This 

gave us a lovely backdrop for a group photograph albeit my poor lens 

on my phone gives it that Hollywood beauty look. With respect to the 

gardens, as Phillip pointed out, there is a desperate need for watering 

of these parched gardens. The lake was almost dry and the famous 

fountain was not operating and beautiful redwood trees dying. I'm sure 

these gardens have seen much better days.  

From there we ventured to the local bakery which had a variety of 

wonderful and tasty foods with a Mediterranean touch but could not 

cater to all unfortunately. 
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We were then going to check out the views from Mount Macedon 

however; having seen the exit cues from the freeway to Macedon on 

the way up, we soon realised that there was a massive turn out up 

there for ANZAC day. A quick search of the internet just now and I can 

see that they were expecting thousands. So that idea was fortunately 

dropped like a hot potato. Fortunately Anthony came up with the idea 

of visiting a gin distillery in Kilmore so off there we set. The Animus 

Distilery where several enjoyed the various botanicals of locally distilled 

gin and even a purchase or two I believe. 

After that we strolled up Piper Street and looked at the various high 

disposable income shops with various cutesy and distressed furniture 

and home decoration offerings. Fortunately everything was closed or 

bank accounts would be compromised. Also there was a working stone 

mason with old original cranes. It was just a pleasant day with pleasant 

chatting and strolling around with friends and good company. Other 

than the wonderful company, I think the highlight of the day for many of 

us was certainly seeing and hearing Oscar on the road as this is the 

only Trabant actually on the road in Australia. There's certainly nothing 

I know of that sounds anything like a Trabant powering down the road. 

Oscar is bright yellow eye candy of a very different way. We certainly 

all enjoyed a very easy going day without any pressure to do anything 

in particular. This idea seemed to work well as it gave everyone a 

chance to just relax and enjoy each other's company on a perfect day 

weather wise. 

To make up for arriving home without a red Lotus in my pocket, a blue 

XKR-S pulled in to my drive for me to drive it to the local fish and chips 

shop and back. Just a perfect way to finish a perfect day but I still want 

https://animusdistillery.com/home
https://animusdistillery.com/home
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to drive Oscar the Great before they start making them again which is 

on the cards because of their cult status. 
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YARRA VALLEY PRIDE 

CUP 2018 
 

 
 

 

By Anthony W.  Pics by David S. 

On a beautiful autumn day, Motafrenz headed out to the the Yarra Valley to 

support the Yarra Glen Football and Netball Clubs annual Pride Cup. 

 

This year now it's 5th year, Motafrenz was again asked to create a display for 

the day. The drive up was nice and relaxed as the day is a later start around 

midday at the ground. The Pride cup is a great initiative in sport, showing that 

they too can support all members of the community and raise awareness 

amongst the community.  

Members that attended the day Jeff, Gordon, David, Cesc, Mike, Anthony and 

Ross, brought up their shiny pride and joys so it was great to see a nice 

variety of vehicles for our club display.  

Not only was our display varied, but other community groups also had displays 

to the side of the ground. It was terrific to see the boys and also the girls 

teams play the matches and have a few people pop over to chat about our 

cars and the club. In between we were also treated to the footy club sausage 

sizzle and bar facilities so the day was even easier for all.  

So with a great club display, sunshine, and eye candy too, we had a nice day 

supporting a very worthwhile Pride game, whilst showing our car club at its 

best.  

Perhaps next year we can get a few more cars to display and pop into a 

winery on the way to the game. 
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 WHERE IT ALL BEGAN –   

  CHRYSLER TURBOFLITE 
 

Thanks to Jeff W for supplying the article. 

Taken from http://www.hotrod.com/articles/where-it-all-began-chrysler-

turboflite/ article by David Freiburger 1
st 

July 2014. 

 

 

The new Chrysler eight-speed automatic transmission, built by ZF, is 

known as the TorqueFlite 8. It reminds us of a time when Mopar was 

big into “Flite,” most famously with the line of Torqueflite automatic 

transmissions first so-named in 1956. Preceding that moniker by two 

years was the two-speed Powerflite. Around the same time, DeSoto 

had a model called the Fireflite, and Plymouths were advertised as 

having “Flight-Sweep Styling” (apparently the Plymouth marketing 

department missed the memo on the spelling). In 1961, Dodge had a 

Ghia-designed dream car called the Flitewing (with gullwing windows), 

and Chrysler’s Ghia-conceived amalgamation of weirdness was this 

one: the Turboflite. 

 

The Turboflite’s entire roof was hinged at the rear, lifting everything 

including the windshield for entry and egress. On the rear wing were 

brake lights at the eye level of following drivers as well as an unusual 

http://www.hotrod.com/articles/where-it-all-began-chrysler-turboflite/
http://www.hotrod.com/articles/where-it-all-began-chrysler-turboflite/
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idea: an amber light to let other motorists know when the throttle was 

released for slowing. And since turbines have no compression braking, 

the car wing had a flap that supposedly acted as an air brake. 

 

Chrysler’s experiments with turbine power are most often remembered 

for the 1963-1964 program wherein 50 of the bronze-colored Chrysler 

Turbine cars were loaned to consumers for evaluation. However, the 

turbine buzz at Ma Mopar had been going on for about a decade at that 

point; it started in 1954 and ended in 1977 or 1979, depending on 

whom you ask. At the end, Chrysler produced turbine-powered Abrams 

tanks.  
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Third Wednesday of the month  
RSVP (Essential): Chris M - 0409 564 432 - 
chrispics30@hotmail.com 
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ATTENTION: Traffic changes on Jonhston Street and Hoddle 

Street and Punt Road – From Vicroads 

P-turns 

We’re making your journey on Hoddle Street quicker, easier and 

safer by changing the way you turn right at major intersections. 

The first intersection to change is at Johnston and Hoddle 

Streets. 

At this intersection, you’ll now do a p-turn to go right. 

 

To go right from Hoddle Street onto Johnston Street at all times: 

 travel through the intersection  

 do a u-turn  

 and turn left.  

To go right from Johnston Street onto Hoddle during peak times: 

 turn left  

 do a u-turn  

 and travel through the intersection.  

You’ll see signs and markings on the road to help you travel 

through the intersection safely. You’ll no longer have to stop 

behind drivers waiting to turn right, peak hour queues will be cut, 

and you’ll get more ‘green time’ to be on your way. 
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