
   



THIS ISSUE  

Cruise Control is the magazine of the Motafrenz Car Club Inc. 

Volume 25, Issue 03. October 2018. 

Cover by Editor. Main picture by Mat G. 

 

CONTACT 

Motafrenz Car Club Inc 

PO Box 1331, Collingwood, VIC3066 

Email: motafrenz@motafrenz.org.au 

Web: www.motafrenz.org.au   

/motafrenz   @motafrenz 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Annual membership for 2018/2019 (expires on June 30) 

Single $45.00 

Joint $60.00 

 

MINUTES 

The minutes of the committee meetings, the Annual General Meeting and any other sub-

committee or special meeting of the Club are available to all members upon request from the 

secretary. Contact: secretary@motafrenz.org.au or 04 0788 2696 

 

MEETINGS 

The Committee invites you to attend and participate in the monthly committee meetings which are 

held on the second Wednesday of each month at 7 pm. If you have an event idea or any other 

suggestions concerning the running of the Club, this is the perfect opportunity to have your say. 

After the meeting, we enjoy a good old-fashioned pub meal and a few light refreshments. See the 

Events pages for more details or email secretary@motafrenz.org.au 

 

PAYMENTS 

Motafrenz’ preferred method of payment is PayPal (go to www.paypal.com and make payment to 

treasurer@motafrenz.org.au). Cheques may be made payable to Motafrenz Car Club or 

Electronic Bank Transfer to our bank account BSB 033 063, Account 124490, Reference: Include 

your name and the event/item you are paying for. Please email bank transfer details to 

treasurer@motafrenz.org.au  

http://www.facebook.com/motafrenz
http://www.facebook.com/motafrenz
mailto:secretary@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:secretary@motafrenz.org.au
file:///C:/Users/hpcesc/Desktop/Cruise%20Control/www.paypal.com
mailto:treasurer@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:treasurer@motafrenz.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/motafrenz
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interstate@motafrenz.org.au 
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Motafrenz Car Club is a member of the Association of Motoring Clubs [AOMC], Federation of 

Veteran, Vintage & Classic Vehicle Clubs Victoria and Team Melbourne. Motafrenz Car Club is 

authorised by VicRoads to operate under the Club Permit scheme for veteran, classic, historic and 

street rod vehicles. 

The views expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of Motafrenz, its Members, nor 

its Committee. Whilst all due care is taken, neither Motafrenz, its Members, nor its Committee can 

accept any responsibility for the accuracy of any item, service or advice printed in, or adopted 

from this publication. The Editor reserves the right to edit or omit any material submitted for 

inclusion in this publication. 

Organisation Registration Number: A0029548A  

© 2018 Motafrenz Car Club Inc. 
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mailto:editor@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:webmaster@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:community@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:aomc@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:federation@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:motafrenz@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:privacy@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:property@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:permit@motafrenz.org.au
http://www.aomc.asn.au/
http://www.teammelbourne.org.au/
http://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
http://teammelbourne.org.au/
http://www.aomc.asn.au/
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/


           4          MOTAFRENZ CAR CLUB INC. CRUISE CONTROL

 

CONTENTS 

 
CONTENTS ............................................................................................ 4 

ED SEZ ................................................................................................... 5 

PREZ SEZ ............................................................................................... 6 

GAY-TRACTIONS .............................................................................. 10 

CASTLEMAINE AND TRAIN TRIP TO MALDON FOR LUNCH . 19 

ENGINEERING THE 1958 FIREBIRD III TURBINE DREAM CAR

............................................................................................................... 24 

 AMERICA’S FIRST SPORTS CAR: THE CROSLEY HOTSHOT .. 29 

 

  



           5          MOTAFRENZ CAR CLUB INC. CRUISE CONTROL

 

ED SEZ 
 

 

ello dear 

reader, 

October is 

approaching 

and that means our annual 

show and shine is on. 

I am looking forward to seeing 

an eclectic mix of vehicles on 

display.  

This month’s newsletter contains the Castlemaine trip with train ride to 

Maldon. There are also a couple of articles about the Firebird III and Crosley 

Hotshot. 

I am happy to be back again in the editor role and look forward to the coming 

year. As always, if you have anything interesting that you think our readers 

may enjoy, or any suggestions please send it to editor@motafrenz.org.au    

Mat  

H 

mailto:editor@motafrenz.org.au
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PREZ SEZ 
 

 

 

reetings All! 

 

Welcome to the middle 

of Spring! 

 

September is done and dusted – where has the year gone? 

 

Thanks to Ross and Jeff for arranging the 3rd Sunday drive in September – 

the trip from Castlemaine to Maldon and return was lovely and the pub lunch 

in Maldon was awesome! We had a great turn-out with old, new and non-

members in attendance. Those in attendance are certainly looking forward to 

the Bedford Camper being back on the road for next year’s Show & Shine! 

 

On the subject of Show & Shine, by now, just about everyone would have 

seen the promo details for this year’s event on 21st October. To mix things up 

a little, we’ve invited other car clubs and LGBTIQ community groups to come 

and participate. Time to get polishing and prepare for the day in leafy 

downtown Balwyn! 

 

The committee are holding an events planning meeting this Wednesday the 

3rd – if you have any suggestions for events for 2019, please shoot them 

G 
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through to either Jeff (events@motafrenz.org.au) or myself 

(president@motafrenz.org.au). We hope to put together a range of new, 

classic and interesting events for next year!  

 

Just remember – Motafrenz is YOUR club – we are here to help make the club 

what you want. 

 

See you soon and Safe Motoring! 

Alan 
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GAY-TRACTIONS 
 
 

MONTHLY EVENTS 

CLUB & COMMITTEE MEETING FOLLOWED BY DINNER (second Wednesday of every 

month) 

The Committee invites you to come along and participate in the monthly Club & Committee 

Meeting. If you have an event idea or any other suggestions, this is the perfect opportunity to have 

your say. After the meeting, we enjoy a good pub meal and a few light refreshments. 

DATES:   

Wednesday 10
th 

 October 2018  

Wednesday 14
th 

 November 2018  

Wednesday 12
th 

 December 2018 … 

 

TIME: Arrive by 6:45pmish and meet us upstairs in our meeting room. Committee starts at 7pm. 

After the meeting we will move to our pre-booked table downstairs in the Dining Room. We will 

then order our dinner (service is quick here).  

 

WHERE: Retreat Hotel, 226 Nicholson St, Abbotsford VIC 3067. Just off Johnston St. 

Street parking available 

 

COST (only if dining at the hotel): Main course $17 - $25 

 

BOOKING: Preferred 

 

CONTACT: Joseph S - secretary@motafrenz.org.au 

 

 

 

  

mailto:secretary@motafrenz.org.au
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SLOT CAR RACING (Third Wednesday of the month)  

A Light-hearted, fun evening at Chris’ slot car raceway on the third Wednesday of each month. 

Loan cars available for newcomers. Experience levels vary and the main thing is to enjoy the 

camaraderie, have a laugh and a social chat. BYO snacks. Soft drinks, tea and coffee are 

provided. Please arrive between 7:30 - 8:00 PM. RSVP to Chris at chrispics30@hotmail.com 

 

DATES:  

Wednesday 17
th
  October  2018  

Wednesday 21
th
  November  2018 … 

Wednesday 19
th
  December  2018  

 

 

SUNDAY DRIVE & LUNCH (3rd Sunday of Every Month) 

For details see events listing which follows here.  

 

4WD DAY TRIPS  

Motafrenz has in the past run successful 4WD events. Previously these were scheduled with fixed 

dates and locations with varying difficulty levels 1 to 3 out of five. Some members have taken up 

the offer to complete a 4WD courses. Motafrenz holds an EPIRB emergency beacon device for 

such use where telephony and radio communications are compromised, which is often the case 

on 4WD events. Past events have been family and community friendly with picnics in amazingly 

beautiful locations. This year Motafrenz is looking to get back to having 4WD events and needs a 

club member who is willing to do some planning and organising.  

 

 

mailto:chrispics30@hotmail.com
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With the full support of the committee, this willing member will coordinate dates, times, places and 

participants. The Motafrenz committee looks forward to getting 4WD events rolling again and it 

does need time commitment. Please consider becoming active in this role and taking on 4WD 

events. 

 

Contact: Email Jeff W at events@motafrenz.org.au or come along to a committee meeting and get 

involved. 

 

 

 

FYI EVENTS 

Note: With regard to events not organised by Motafrenz: the nature of events and the 

entertainment provided is outside the control of Motafrenz. Members may care to view the event's 

website where they can assess for themselves, from their point of view, the suitability of the event 

and the entertainment provided by the organisers. 

 

 

  

mailto:events@motafrenz.org.au
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OCTOBER 

 

 

MOTAFRENZ SHOW N SHINE 

 

WHEN: Sunday 21 October 2018 

TIME: From 12 noon 

MEET: Macleay Oval no. 5, 101 Belmore Road, Balwyn North 

DETAILS: The Motafrenz Show and Shine is for all, and always serves up a spectacular 

collection and variety of marques, styles and colours from old to new, rough to smooth, tough to 

frail, quick to relaxed, shiny to patina, and goliath to petite. Visitors are always welcome to display 

and enjoy this day. A free barbecue lunch is provided, feel free to bring along all your picnic gear 

and extras. This is a great day for meeting people, sharing motoring knowledge, catching up with 

friends and making new friends. All present are eligible to vote in all categories. The first row will 

be for the oldest vehicles, pre 1970. The third row for vehicles from 2000. When driving on to the 

oval, please follow the parking advice from your Motafrenz marshals. 

 

AWARD CATEGORIES:  

    Best original condition 

    Best restored 

    Best customised 

    Encouragement award 

    Best British 

    Best Continental European 

    Best American 

    Best Aussie 

    Best Asia Pacific 
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    Best Accessorised/Themed display 

    Best of the decade - pre 1950, 50's, 60's, 70's, 80's, 90's, 00's & 10's 

    Peoples Choice 

 

CLUB ENDORSED SHOW & SHINE EVENT: The Club’s constitution requires members with 

vehicles registered on this Club’s Club Permit Scheme to have their vehicle sighted at one event 

per year. This is a perfect opportunity to exhibit your vehicle and join in the vast and wide variety 

of vehicles on display. 

BOOKING: RSVP is helpful for barbecue catering purposes 

BRING: Friends, family and any vehicle to display 

SUITS CARS: All types 

ROAD CONDITIONS: Sealed – Freeway & main roads 

PETS: This is a dog friendly event 

COST: $5 per vehicle owner 

CONTACT: Jeff W: Email: events@motafrenz.org.au Mobile: 0429311737 

LINKS:  

Calendar https://motafrenz.org.au/events/ 

Map location: https://goo.gl/maps/ke323Xzmqz22 

 

FYI - CLASSICS IN THE PARK 

WHEN: Sunday October 28, 9pm – Monday October 29, 12am 

WHERE: Akoonah Park Mens Shed, Akoonah Park, Cardinia Street, Berwick, Victoria 3806 

MORE INFO: 

HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/EVENTS/303281820250597/?ACTIVE_TAB=ABOUT 

 

CLUB & COMMITTEE MEETING FOLLOWED BY DINNER 

2nd Wednesday of every month! 

DATE: Wednesday 10 October DETAILS – See first page. 

 

SLOT CAR RACING 

3rd Wednesday of every month! 

DATE: Wednesday 17 October DETAILS – See first page of this Event List 

 

 

 

 

https://motafrenz.org.au/events/
https://goo.gl/maps/ke323Xzmqz22
https://www.facebook.com/events/303281820250597/?active_tab=about
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NOVEMBER 

 
 

 

UPPER YARRA DRIVE AND PICNIC  

  

WHEN: Sunday 18 November 2018 

TIME: 10:00 am to ~5.00 pm 

MEET: 10:00 am meet for a 10:30 departure at Nando's Ringwood 

(Opposite Ringwood lake) 

DESTINATION: Upper Yarra dam Picnic spot 

DETAILS: A relaxing day again with members and friends complete with a very lovely drive 

through the 

forests and a gorgeous destination for a gorgeous picnic at the Upper Yarra Reservoir Park 

BOOKING: Nice to know if you coming 

BRING: Picnic gear and picnic lunch, sunscreen and walking shoes 

SUITS CARS: All types 

ROAD CONDITIONS: Sealed – Freeway & main roads 

PETS: Okay. This is not a national park 

COST: No cost 

CONTACT: treasurer@motafrenz.org.au to let Russell know you're coming 

LINKS: 

DESTINATION DETAILS: http://parkweb.vic.gov.au/explore/parks/upper-yarra-reservoir-park 

MEETING MAP: https://goo.gl/maps/9FwzVw5rRSH2 

 

CLUB & COMMITTEE MEETING FOLLOWED BY DINNER 

2nd Wednesday of every month! 

DATE: Wednesday 14 November DETAILS – See first page. 

SLOT CAR RACING 

3rd Wednesday of every month! 

http://parkweb.vic.gov.au/explore/parks/upper-yarra-reservoir-park
https://goo.gl/maps/9FwzVw5rRSH2
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DATE: Wednesday 21 November DETAILS – See first page of this Event List 

 

FYI - OUTintheOPEN Carnival Shepparton 

WHEN: Saturday, Nov 3, 2018 

WHERE: Queens Gardens, Shepparton VIC 3630, Australia (map) 

MORE INFO: http://outintheopen.org.au 

 

DECEMBER 

 

CHRISTMAS PARTY  

  

WHEN: Sunday 2 December 2018 

DETAILS: To be confirmed 

 

CLUB & COMMITTEE MEETING FOLLOWED BY DINNER 

2nd Wednesday of every month! 

DATE: Wednesday 12 November DETAILS – See first page. 

SLOT CAR RACING 

3rd Wednesday of every month! 

DATE: Wednesday 19 November DETAILS – See first page of this Event List 

  

http://outintheopen.org.au/
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Welcome to Motorclassica, Australasia’s premier event for vintage, classic and 

exotic motoring enthusiasts.  As host of the Australian International Concours 

d’Elegance, this year Motorclassica will feature more than 160 pristine, rare 

and desirable machines representing the best from collections around 

Australia and beyond.  This year’s eclectic collection represents the very best 

of art deco cars, Cadillac, Australian Grand Prix winners, micro cars, pre-

OPEC oil crisis American supercars, Harley-Davidson Panhead and Triumph 

Bonneville, supported by corporate displays from Mercedes-Benz, McLaren, 

Porsche and more. 

Australia’s most elegant and stylish day out, where over 20,000 fellow 
enthusiasts indulged and enjoy fine food and wine either under the dome of 
the iconic, World Heritage-listed Royal Exhibition Building and under 
Melbourne’s Spring skies at Club Sandwich on Museum Plaza. 

Motorclassica 11 - 14 October 2018 

Tour Classica: Thu 11 Oct: From 10am 

Show Days: Fri 12 Oct: 9am - 9pm    Sat 13 Oct: 9am - 9pm    Sun 14 Oct: 
9am - 5pm 
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CASTLEMAINE AND TRAIN TRIP 

TO MALDON FOR LUNCH 
 

By Jeff W. Pics by Elsy and Mat G. 

 

With what was looking to be a wet and windy day turned out to be a 

perfect day for a classic steam train ride from Castlemaine to Maldon 

and a great turn out of about 15 members. Some of us met up at the 

Calder Park service station meeting place where we found many other 

clubs meeting there too including a Morris club, a Ford GT club and 

various other Holdens and other rare cars. Adrian parked his blue 

Corvette with the roof down right next to deep brown Corvette with its 

roof down. Many members took this opportunity to chat to other clubs’ 

members which is always fun. We took a few photos to share. 
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From there we zoomed up the Calder Freeway in the usual ramshackle 

attempt at trying to keep orderly convoy form but that never happens. 

However, we did get there in time and caught up with many others 

before boarding the old rattling wooden country railway carriages, 

pulled by a greasy old oil burning J class locomotive built in 1953 which 

rattled its way at a leisurely speed of around 25 to 35km/h to Maldon. 
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After a quick stop half way at Muckleford Station, where The 

Dressmaker was filmed, we were soon on the short lengths of rails 

again to our destination Maldon. Maldon is certainly an old style town 

with no new development and lots of fun shops from antiques to 

purveyors of fairy dust. As we didn’t have any particular plan as to 

where we would eat, some of us with the Kangaroo pub which was 

delightful, warm and friendly. Others went to the only other pub where 

the food was reportedly good too. So like herding cats, we struggled to 

keep the group together in Maldon as we went about our way window 

shopping or purchasing, until all comfortably climbing aboard our 

rattling carriage for a lovely return trip back to Castlemaine station. This 

was a great social day and wonderful to see so many members we 

don’t normally see and really hope we see more of them and their 

vehicle projects too. It was also great to catch up with many others. We 

didn’t freeze and we didn’t get wet and we all had fun discovering 

together this little gem in the gold fields of Victoria. A big thank you for 

Ross J for this event idea and basically pulling it together. He managed 

to get us a significant group discount too. 
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Now for the Show and Shine for our next Sunday drive to an oval in 

Balwyn. Watch out for the new categories as you too could be a 

winner. Hint: Best Accessorised/Themed display for those who like to 

go the whole hog with their imagination, so come along and you will 

have a splendid day at the Motafrenz Show and Shine.  
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ENGINEERING THE 1958 

FIREBIRD III TURBINE DREAM CAR 
 

Taken from https://macsmotorcitygarage.com/video-engineering-the-

1958-firebird-iii-turbine-dream-car/ article by MCG on July 17 2018. 

Article supplied by Jeff W. 

 

This rare General Motors film from 1958, in clear, beautiful color, 

details the design and construction of the Firebird III turbine-powered 

dream car.  There are countless fascinating technical insights here—

have a look.   

 

  

 

  

https://macsmotorcitygarage.com/video-engineering-the-1958-firebird-iii-turbine-dream-car/
https://macsmotorcitygarage.com/video-engineering-the-1958-firebird-iii-turbine-dream-car/
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Among gearheads, GM’s Firebird III requires no introduction. Third in a 

series of turbine-powered dream cars built by the automaker in the 

1950s, Firebird III was more than a styling exercise. It was also an 

advanced research and development project, arguably the most 

ambitious one ever attempted by the company to that time. 

 

  

 

  

 

Forward-looking features included a single-stick driver control with an 

early form of computer management. a backbone-type frame, and a 

rear-drive Hydramatic transaxle for the 225-hp gas turbine engine. An 
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auxiliary 20 CID piston engine in the front of the chassis powered the 

accessories. This original GM engineering film, titled Firebird III: An 

Experiment for Tomorrow, takes a deep dive into the program, 

illustrating countless fascinating details. 

  

 

 

 

At around 6:20 into the film, be sure to check out what must be the 

most sophisticated drum brake system ever developed at GM, with 

comprehensive air cooling and integral drums. We are also treated to 

some great inside views of the GM Technical Center, a brand new 
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facility at the time, and a visit with some key GM engineering 

personnel. The finish includes all three Firebird turbines in action at the 

GM Proving Ground.  

Video link referenced by the article: https://youtu.be/3yHQ21PhlWM 

https://youtu.be/3yHQ21PhlWM
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 AMERICA’S FIRST SPORTS 

CAR: THE CROSLEY HOTSHOT 
 

Thanks to Jeff W for supplying the article. From 

https://macsmotorcitygarage.com/americas-first-sports-car-the-crosley-

hotshot/ by MCG posted July 28 2018 

 

 The Chevrolet Corvette holds the title of America’s Sports Car, but it 

wasn’t America’s first postwar sports car. That honor belongs to the 

humble Crosley Hotshot of 1949.  

 

  

 

  

https://macsmotorcitygarage.com/americas-first-sports-car-the-crosley-hotshot/
https://macsmotorcitygarage.com/americas-first-sports-car-the-crosley-hotshot/
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Powell Crosley Jr. (1886-1961) made his vast fortune as a radio and 

appliance manufacturer, but in his heart he was always a car guy. 

Between 1939 and 1952 he drained a fair portion of his formidable 

bank account into the Crosley Motor Company, marketers of tiny but 

cleverly engineered passenger cars. Taking notice of the small but 

enthusiastic market after World War II for European-style sports cars, 

in 1949 Crosley introduced his own two-place roadster. The Hotshot is 

generally credited as the first American postwar sports car. 

 

 

 

The Hotshot was based on the standard Crosley passenger-car 

engine, suspension, and running gear, but sported a dedicated frame 

with a slightly longer 85-inch wheelbase. The pure and simple exterior 
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sheet metal—no doors or deck lid, note—was reportedly designed by 

Crosley himself, with guidance from the famed industrial design firm of 

Sundberg Ferar, where Carl Sundberg was a personal friend. Interior 

appointments and instrument panel were equally spartan. 

 

With a list price of only $849, the Hotshot was less than half the cost of 

a new MGTC, and with a curb weight of only 1175 lbs, performance 

was surprisingly perky, in spite of the dinky 44 cubic-inch engine. 

Stripped down for competition, with the windshield, bumpers, and other 

unnecessaries removed, racing weight dipped below 850 lbs. Early 

models sported aircraft-style Goodyear-Hawley caliper disc brakes, 

another industry first. But the primitive discs were incompatible with 

road salt and were soon replaced with conventional Bendix drum 

stoppers. 
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Tom McCahill, the dean of American automotive writers, road tested 

the Hotshot for the October 1949 issue of Mechanix Illustrated (above). 

Good old Uncle Tom gave the Hotshot a qualified but enthusiastic 

review, poor-mouthing the inadequate 12-inch wheels but naming the 

Crosley one of the 10 best sports cars on the market. “This new car is 

something to have fun with and enjoy, definitely not a vehicle to carry 

crepe at your grandmother’s funeral,” declared the loquacious 

McCahill.  “It’s the poor man’s MG and zings along like a Mixmaster 

version of a Mercedes.” 

 

Extra-cost options for the Hotshot included a radio and bolt-on door 

panels, and for 1950 a variant of the Hotshot with fully functional doors, 

called the Super Sports, was introduced. Somewhere close to 2,500 

Hotshots and Super Sports were manufactured between 1949 and 

1952, when the Marion, Indiana factory closed its doors and all car 

production ceased. 
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Of course, the beating heart of the Hotshot was its tiny but mighty 

engine. Shown above in this famous photo with Powel Crosley Jr. 

himself, the big man who loved small cars, the engine sported a 2.5-

inch bore and 2.0-inch stroke, with a single overhead camshaft driven 

by a shaft and bevel gears. Early versions of the powerplant, originally 

developed as an auxiliary tender for PT boats and B-17 bombers, 

employed an integral block and head built up from furnace-brazed 

sheet-metal stampings. But when durability problems arose in civilian 
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automotive use, a cast-iron block/head was substituted. Rated output 

was 26.5 horsepower, but for smallbore sports car enthusiasts, the 

potential seemed unlimited. 

 

Perhaps the Hotshot’s proudest moment in production form was in the 

inaugural race at Sebring in 1950, then six hours rather than the 

traditional 12. There, a stock Hotshot owned by Tampa Crosley dealer 

Vic Sharp and driven by Bob Deshon and Fritz Koster (below) won an 

unlikely overall victory, which was based on an Index of Performance 

formula. But the Crosley performance legend doesn’t end there. All 

through the 1950s, Crosley ruled the H Modified, 750 cc category in 

SCCA sports car racing, supplying the engines and drivetrains for 

countless Crosley-based homebuilts. At vintage road racing events to 

this day, it’s rare not to see a Crosley special or two. 
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Third Wednesday of the month  
RSVP (Essential): Chris M chrispics30@hotmail.com 

www.vintage-slot-car-racing.com/motafrenz.htm 

http://www.vintage-slot-car-racing.com/motafrenz.htm


           36          MOTAFRENZ CAR CLUB INC. CRUISE CONTROL

  



           37          MOTAFRENZ CAR CLUB INC. CRUISE CONTROL

 


