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ED SEZ

D

ear reader,
The big, bright
country
festivities

of

Chillout have passed, it was a
wonderful time and fabulous
showing from Motafrenz. Read
about it further down. With
reports from Jeff and Joseph
covering the weekend events.
Caitlin gives us an overview of her SWB Mitsubishi Pajero 4WD, straight out of
1990!
Please be aware that the committee meeting, usually held on the second
Wednesday of the month, will be held on the second Tuesday for April and
June.
As always, if you have anything interesting that you think our readers may
enjoy, or any suggestions please send it to editor@motafrenz.org.au
Mat
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PREZ SEZ
Ello all!

H

Autumn is well and
truly setting in.
It’s been a busy
month in the

Motafrenz world with several events
and much to do for the Committee.

Chillout was well attended with the house full and many members spread out
throughout the area. The Parade on Sunday was a highlight – please see the
photos and videos taken on the day on the website. And a member’s car even
made the front page of the Daylesford paper! The post Parade carnival was
marred by rain, but a great turnout of cars and members kept the enquiries
coming. Next year, we are hoping to book 2 houses as the past couple of
years have been a huge success.

The Committee meeting on 13.03 went well and was a great night – if you
would like to come along to a meeting, let us know as members are always
welcome to attend. We love to hear feedback and ideas on how we can better
serve you.

On the 14th, we did farewell Brett Tooke with many members attended the
funeral service held. I’m very proud of how Motafrenz were able to assist in
the solemn time. Please see the up-coming events for a memorial drive to be
CRUISE CONTROL

6

MOTAFRENZ CAR CLUB INC.

held in conjunction with the BMC and Morris car clubs in memory of
Motafrenz’s most unusual characters.

The slot car night went off as usual – lots of laughs and stirring keep this a fun
event. Thanks as always to Chris and Brian who open their home to the group.

The weekend of 23/24.03 was full – the AOMC American Car show was on
the Saturday and 3rd Sunday drive to Seville was on the Sunday. A great day
on both counts!

April will be a quieter time with Easter – a time for family. Our regular
committee meeting has been moved to 11.04 due to a double booking at our
meeting venue. Same time as usual, just a day alteration.

A run to Crib Point is being held on 25.04 – more details are to follow.

Be safe on the roads and see you soon!

Yours in Motoring,
Alan B
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GAY-TRACTIONS
MONTHLY EVENTS
CLUB & COMMITTEE MEETING FOLLOWED BY DINNER (second Wednesday of every
month)
The Committee invites you to come along and participate in the monthly Club & Committee
Meeting. If you have an event idea or any other suggestions, this is the perfect opportunity to have
your say. After the meeting, we enjoy a good pub meal and a few light refreshments.
DATES:
Thursday 11th April 2019
Wednesday 8th May 2019
Thursday 13th June 2019

…

TIME: Arrive by 6:45pmish and meet us upstairs in our meeting room. Committee starts at 7pm.
After the meeting we will move to our pre-booked table downstairs in the Dining Room. We will
then order our dinner (service is quick here).
WHERE: Retreat Hotel, 226 Nicholson St, Abbotsford VIC 3067. Just off Johnston St.
Street parking available
COST (only if dining at the hotel): Main course $17 - $25

BOOKING: Preferred

CONTACT: Joseph S - secretary@motafrenz.org.au

CRUISE CONTROL

11

MOTAFRENZ CAR CLUB INC.

SLOT CAR RACING (Third Wednesday of the month)
A Light-hearted, fun evening at Chris’ slot car raceway on the third Wednesday of each month.
Loan cars available for newcomers. Experience levels vary and the main thing is to enjoy the
camaraderie, have a laugh and a social chat. BYO snacks. Soft drinks, tea and coffee are
provided. Please arrive between 7:30 - 8:00 PM. RSVP to Chris at chrispics30@hotmail.com
DATES:
Wednesday 17th April 2019
Wednesday 15th May 2019
th

Wednesday 19

…

June 2019

SUNDAY DRIVE & LUNCH (3rd Sunday of Every Month)
For details see events listing which follows here.
4WD DAY TRIPS
Motafrenz has in the past run successful 4WD events. Previously these were scheduled with fixed
dates and locations with varying difficulty levels 1 to 3 out of five. Some members have taken up
the offer to complete a 4WD courses. Motafrenz holds an EPIRB emergency beacon device for
such use where telephony and radio communications are compromised, which is often the case
on 4WD events. Past events have been family and community friendly with picnics in amazingly
beautiful locations. This year Motafrenz is looking to get back to having 4WD events and needs a
club member who is willing to do some planning and organising.
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With the full support of the committee, this willing member will coordinate dates, times, places and
participants. The Motafrenz committee looks forward to getting 4WD events rolling again and it
does need time commitment. Please consider becoming active in this role and taking on 4WD
events.

Contact: Email Jeff W at events@motafrenz.org.au or come along to a committee meeting and get
involved.

FYI EVENTS
Note: With regard to events not organised by Motafrenz: the nature of events and the
entertainment provided is outside the control of Motafrenz. Members may care to view the event's
website where they can assess for themselves, from their point of view, the suitability of the event
and the entertainment provided by the organisers.
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APRIL

CLUB & COMMITTEE MEETING FOLLOWED BY DINNER
2nd Wednesday of every month!
DATE: Wednesday 10 April DETAILS – See first page.
SLOT CAR RACING
3rd Wednesday of every month!
DATE: Wednesday 17 April DETAILS – See first page of this Event List

CRIB POINT DRIVE( ANZAC DAY)
WHEN: April 25, 2019
DETAILS: To be confirmed

FYI - The Florence Thomson Tour 'Celebrating women in Motoring'
WHEN: Apr 27 – 29, 2019
DESCRIPTION: https://events.racv.com.au/florencethomsontour2019
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MAY

CLUB & COMMITTEE MEETING FOLLOWED BY DINNER
2nd Wednesday of every month!
DATE: Wednesday 8 May DETAILS – See first page.
SLOT CAR RACING
3rd Wednesday of every month!
DATE: Wednesday 15 May DETAILS – See first page of this Event List

AOMC NATIONAL MOTORING HERITAGE DAY
When: Sunday, 19 May 2019
Description: TBC
Historic Winton Race Day
When: Sunday, 26 May 2019
Description: TBC
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JUNE

CLUB & COMMITTEE MEETING FOLLOWED BY DINNER
2nd Wednesday of every month!
DATE: Wednesday 8 May DETAILS – See first page.
SLOT CAR RACING
3rd Wednesday of every month!
DATE: Wednesday 15 May DETAILS – See first page of this Event List

COFFEE, CAKE & CARS - THE MANHATTAN HOTEL (RINGWOOD)
When: Sunday, Jun 16, 2019
Description: TBC
TRIVIA NIGHT
When: Tuesday, Jun 25, 2019
Description: TBC
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CHILLOUT PARADE AND
CARNIVAL
By Jeff W. Photos by Mat G, and Kate Healy from The Courier.

The Daylesford ChillOut Parade and Carnival just seems to get bigger
and better year after year. The 2019 ChillOut Parade organisers had a
very relaxed approach to running this event this time round. This year
we just had to basically rock-up on time, and as usual help out the
ChillOut organiser to out carrying the VIPs around in the parade.
After the motorbikes roared through parting the crowd like Moses
parting the waters, Foxx had the pleasure of leading the Motafrenz
contingent carrying the young local Edna up high and dry in his
superbly customised Ford F150 and sporting two Motafrenz teardrop
banners. Standing Hepburn Shire Mayor, Cr Don Henderson got a lift
sitting on the back seat of Mike’s amazing Plymouth Sports Fury,
complete with a new set of musical air horns to cheer the crowd on,
Cesc alongside, and Mat sitting low with his pooch. Then followed by
Trace in her super magnificent 1930s Super Eight Hudson, carrying
myself along with stalwart members Bill, David and Steve. Then we
had Shaun in Matt’s Rolls Royce Silver Spirit. Gordon and Phillip H
sitting regally in the back. With all those large, eight cylinder cars out of
the way, James and crew were looking great as usual with Jessica et al
on foot and lots and lots of colourful feathers. Jessica’s own VW Cabrio
following was driven by a friend of hers with even more extras riding in
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that. Then not to be outdone by Jessica’s dear friend and famous to
many, the fabulous Miss Jane looking resplendent in a new red
Mustang convertible the entourage being complete with a black Barina
convertible. Claude was doing his last hoorah as Miss Jane ever
apparently. Then we had Paul’s friend in his HG Holden ute, Doug in
his red 1985 Mercedes Benz 380 SL (Candy Star), carrying Ro Allen
the Gender and sexuality commissioner. Then Chris is his ultra-stylish
Chevrolet Corvair with Phillip B in the passenger seat. Interestingly we
didn’t have the regular flag bearing marchers and that kind of worked
with the only foot traffic being with James and his colourful crew. When
you see the video, you certainly get the idea that Motafrenz plays a
significant and large part of this parade and we love it.
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The whole parade was also clearly much bigger with only one lap of
the main street this time due to the length of the parade, however when
we all got to the end, there was another opportunity to tag back on and
go round again with many taking that opportunity. The spectators were
also en masse this year being several deep along the entire route of
the parade.
From there it was off to the Carnival where Alan greeted us at the Stall
Holder’s entrance to give directions to all arriving to display their cars.
This year, the display was very social with lots of chatting to passing
friends and interested people. There were many people interested in
joining and their names were taken and will be contacted. No doubt
we’ll discuss our time spent here and how we can improve it but suffice
to say that we all enjoyed the good company and the marque
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particularly when the skies opened up for a short period only to settle
the dust and make the day somewhat better in many respects than
what it was. A few hours later, it was bump out time and off to the
Motafrenz member’s club house barbecue down in Hepburn Springs
where many long standing members did a magnificent job of preparing
a great meal for the many who attended. I’m sure we’ll hear all about
the clubhouse experience in another report.

A Facebook video of the ChillOut Parade can be seen here:
https://www.facebook.com/chilloutfestival/videos/2155466134763717/
The Courier News' article and photographs can be seen here:
https://www.thecourier.com.au/story/5946032/see-all-the-colour-andfun-of-the-daylesford-chillout-festival-parade-photos/
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CHILLOUT BARBEQUE
By Jospeh S. Photos by Philip B.

March comes around very fast every year, this year was no exception.
After the hype of Midsumma, Chillout was upon us. It really is one of
my favourite events and one I hold dearly, given Chillout was my first
experience with the club.
Once again, Motafrenz booked a house for the weekend. It was a filled
quickly, which is a good sign that there is interest in this (and similar)
events.
The weekend really was a relaxing one. Saturday a few members got
together for a few social drinks on front lawn of Peppers with a band to
entertain us. Mat and Phillip’s colourful rug was a nice touch that was
the envy of others.

Sunday was a busy day, Motafrenz and associates met at Duke St
ready to take part of the parade. Some drove up from Melbourne,
starting the morning rather early. There was a diverse range of cars,
old and new. Unfortunately, I didn’t get to see the parade this year. I
slept in and then went shopping for the traditional Sunday dinner at the
Motafrenz house.
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Most cars proceeded to the showgrounds and joined the Motafrenz car
display.

Unfortunately, the weather was rather ordinary- overcast with passing
showers. Not only was the crowd a bit thin, but many stallholders also
left early.

Dinner was pleasant, about 13 of us came together to share food,
stories and a refreshment or two (the benefits of staying in the house!) I
am glad to say my tiramisù was well received, which was nice ☺
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Would you like to be part of the Motafrenz house next year? We are
looking at option for next year- please get in touch with a committee
member to express your interest.
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MY CAR: CAITLIN’S 1990
MITSUBISHI PAJERO SWB
By Caitlin S.

Model: 1990 Silver SWB Mitsubishi Pajero

Special features: Vintage Interior. Manual 4WD features including
manual diff Lock, steel bull bar and BF Goodridge mud tyres. Classic
Pajero styling with side stripe and original paint job.
Crudities: Unfortunately this car needed a lot of work. Including
sanding rust underneath the axis due to the previous owner using the
car for beach rides, repair of the left torsion arm, replacing the gear
stick bearing, replacing the tail lights, replacing the air-conditioning unit
and a general clean. The car hadn’t been in use for some time!
How I got it & Provenance of the car: I actually purchased this car
from New South Wales and had it towed to Victoria without ever
inspecting it. I was looking for this particular model as I love the
Mitsubishi Pajero. The particular model is my favourite due to the
strong build of the car which makes is suitable for rough 4WDing and
it’s easy to repair due to the prevalence of Pajero parts at wreckers. I’m
also a fan of appearance of the car being small, but powerful. I
previously had a 1996 Mitsubshi Pajero JTOP (Soft Top Jeep like
cover) that made it up an almost vertical track in Rubicon, Victoria. I
was the only car that made it up and I will never forget the moment I
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had to get all my passengers out because the car was about to flip thankfully it didn’t! I’m looking forward to taking my newest project for a
spin - although the car is an older model and most of the 4WD features
need to be manually activated! That is - you have to get out and put the
car into diff lock - there is no automatic button for this which is seen in
most modern 4WD’s today.
Why I love it: I love the car because it’s tiny but tough! It’s been a
great project so far with some frustrating mechanic moments along the
way, but I’ve finally managed to get it going. The age of the car has
been a real test of my patience mechanically as it’s been difficult to
repair due to this fact – but I’m glad I stuck with it and got it on the road
instead of giving up. Mitsubishi Pajero’s have a unique interior especially the older models - including on the dashboard an active
“map” of the condition of the cars axis and four wheels.

An example of the "map" image is from a different car
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This is specific to 4WDing and gives the driver an indication of what
part of the car is working the hardest, what part of the car is damaged
and if there is any wheels off the ground, etc. It’s a neat 4WD feature
that’s in all Pajeros -including this one which is an incredibly old model.
The Pajero also has a particular “rev” sound, similar to a “monster
truck” due to the type of engine used. They are prone to over-heating so don’t be surprised if down the track you see the car with a new
snorkel attached!
What I have done to it: I’ve done so many repairs to this car, which is
why it hasn’t been in action until now. I worked with a mechanic in
Clayton who was very helpful, Rosebud Automotive, would highly
recommend, who assisted in trying to find specialist parts at wreckers
to importing them from overseas. Due to the age of the car, finding
small parts such as the particular gear bearing was a difficult task.
Nevertheless patience paid off and the car is finally ready for the road.
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How other people could procure something similar: The Mitsubishi
Pajero model is a common car model - you can see the 2018 model
driving around today. Finding older models is proving to be more
difficult - with most older cars sold on second hand trading websites
such as Trading Post and Gumtree.
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I found my car on Gumtree, which is a common platform for people to
sell Pajero’s. Most Pajero’s you find on there are in a state of disrepair
and go for a cheap price - so if you have a mechanical background and
are interested in a 4WD project - they are a great car to start off with!
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Third Wednesday of the month
RSVP (Essential): Chris M chrispics30@hotmail.com
www.vintage-slot-car-racing.com/motafrenz.htm
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