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Cruise Control is the member magazine of 
Motafrenz Car Club Incorporated. 
Incorporated Association Number: A0029548A 
 
 
The right to edit, amend or omit any material 
submitted for inclusion is at the discretion of 
the Editor. 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTACT 
 

    PO Box 1331, Collingwood, VIC, 3066 
 

    motafrenz@motafrenz.org.au 
 

    www.motafrenz.org.au 
 

    facebook.com/motafrenz 
 

    instagram.com/motafrenz 
 

    twitter.com/motafrenz 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COVER PHOTO 
Our cover photo shows an item most people use 
daily, the seatbelt. 
50 years on and they’re still saving lives. Read 
more in our article on page 19 and learn the 
history of the seatbelt and how our home state 
of Victoria, and Volvo led the way! 
 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
You are invited to attend club committee 
meetings; they are held on the second 
Wednesday each month at 7:00 pm (see 
Recurring Monthly Events). 
 
If you have an event idea, or other suggestions 
concerning the club, this is the opportunity to 
have your say. After the meeting, we enjoy a 
pub meal. 
See Events List for more details or email 
secretary@motafrenz.org.au 
 
Minutes of Committee Meetings and Annual or 
Special General Meeting are available to 
members on request. 
Contact: secretary@motafrenz.org.au. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP & FEES 
Membership expires June 30, 2020 for all 
members. 
Single Membership $50.00 
Joint Membership $65.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PAYMENTS 
• TidyClubs is our preferred method of 

payment for memberships. 
Visit www.motafrenz.org.au and click 
“join up” in the menu. 

• An alternative is to go to 
www.paypal.com and make a payment to 
treasurer@motafrenz.org.au. 

• Bank Transfers to: BSB 033 063, Account 
124490. Include your name and the 
event/item you are paying for as 
reference. Please email transfer details to 
payments@motafrenz.org.au 

• Cheques made payable to “Motafrenz Car 
Club Inc” can be sent to our post office 
box or presented in person at an event. 

 

http://facebook.com/motafrenz
http://instagram.com/motafrenz
http://twitter.com/motafrenz
mailto:secretary@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:secretary@motafrenz.org.au
file:///C:/Users/hpcesc/Desktop/Cruise%20Control/www.paypal.com
mailto:treasurer@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:payments@motafrenz.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/motafrenz
http://instagram.com/motafrenz
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COMMITTEE

PRESIDENT 
Alan Benedetti 
president@motafrenz.org.au 
 
SECRETARY 
Joseph Sirianni 
secretary@motafrenz.org.au 
 
TREASURER 
Russell Lees 
treasurer@motafrenz.org.au 
 
EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR 
Jeff Whitehead  
events@motafrenz.org.au 
 
PUBLICATION EDITOR 
Nick Bassett 
editor@motafrenz.org.au 
 
WEBMASTER 
Nick Bassett 
webmaster@motafrenz.org.au 
 
CLUB PERMIT OFFICER 
Mat Giacomantonio 
permits@motafrenz.org.au 
 
 
 
 

ASSISTANT PERMIT OFFICER 
Mike Frith 
mike@motafrenz.org.au 
 
AOMC DELEGATES 
Jeff Whitehead & Chris Gallagher 
aomc@motafrenz.org.au 
 
COMMUNITY LIAISON 
Anthony Wiseman 
community@motafrenz.org.au 
 
FEDERATION DELEGATES 
Alan Benedetti & Ross Junor 
federation@motafrenz.org.au 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
Brett Huxtable 
membership@motafrenz.org.au 
 
MINUTES SECRETARY 
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gordon@motafrenz.org.au 
 
PRIVACY OFFICER 
John McLeod 
privacy@motafrenz.org.au 
 
PROPERTY OFFICER 
Nick Bassett 
property@motafrenz.org.au 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Motafrenz Car Club Inc., is a member of the Association of Motoring Clubs [AOMC] and Federation of Veteran, 
Vintage & Classic Vehicle Clubs Victoria [Federation]. 
 
We are registered with VicRoads to operate a Club Permit scheme for veteran, classic, historic and street rod 
vehicles. Views expressed herein are not necessarily those of Motafrenz, its Members, nor its Committee. 
 
Whilst all due care is taken, neither Motafrenz, its Members, nor its Committee can accept any responsibility for 
the accuracy of any item, service or advice printed in, or adopted from this publication.

mailto:treasurer@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:events@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:editor@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:federation@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:property@motafrenz.org.au
http://www.aomc.asn.au/
http://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
http://www.aomc.asn.au/
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
http://www.federation.asn.au/
https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/
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 Advertise your business 

in Cruise Control! 
 
 
 

 Once Off 6 editions 12 editions 

Business card $25 $125 $200 

¼ page $50 $250 $450 

½ page $75 $400 $750 

Full page $100 $500 $900 
 
 
Please contact the editor to discuss advertising: editor@motafrenz.org.au. 
 
 
You will need to provide the artwork digitally. Files should be at least 300 dpi. 
 
 
Deadline for content is the 25th of the month, for publishing in the following months 
edition. 
 
 
All advertisers will also be featured on our website and social media for their nominated 
advertising period. 
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 ED SEZ 

Nick B 

 
Greeting everyone! 

 

Welcome to the September 2019 

edition of Cruise Control. 

 

First, we take a look back at August: A 

marvellous turn out of 30 Motafrenz for 

the day trip to Maldon – you can read 

more about that on page 28. 

 

Our monthly Slot Cars night was well 

attended by a mix of long standing and 

new attendees making for a night of 

fun, thrills and quite a few spills. 

 

A dozen of us turned out for Cheap 

Eats. This has established itself as a fun, 

relaxed catchup for club members 

monthly. 

 

Lastly, on events, planning is well under 

way for a very festive Christmas Party – 

see details in the events listing for 

December (page 17). 

 

Our website is always being updated 

with photos of events, as quickly as 

possible after the event itself. It’s also 

the best place to get up-to-date info on 

upcoming events: 

www.motafrenz.org.au ☺ 

 

 

2 new sections starting in this edition of 

Cruise Control: Committee Profile (page 

26) & AOMC/Federation Updates (page 

50). 

 

Over the coming months, a new section 

entitled Committee Profile will 

introduce you to the various Committee 

Members and give you an insight into 

their role on the committee, how they 

got into motoring and a glimpse into 

their garage. 

 

We often receive updates from The 

Association of Motoring Clubs [AOMC] 

and Federation of Veteran, Vintage & 

Classic Vehicle Clubs Victoria 

[Federation] as they are peak bodies 

within the vintage, veteran and classic 

car club movement in Australia. 

 

I’ll aim to keep you informed of any 

news or activities from these groups 

that might be of interest to you. 

 

Until next month, safe travels. 

 

-Nick

http://www.motafrenz.org.au/
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 PREZ SEZ 

Alan B 

 

Hi All, 

 

It’s only a short time since the last 

edition of Cruise Control – our new and 

super enthusiastic editor has cracked 

the whip! 

 

The Club has been getting ready for the 

up-coming spring and summer calendar 

– our first big spring event will be the 

Show & Shine. Keep this on your radars 

as it is a great day and the perfect 

opportunity to polish up your classic or 

your daily and have a relaxed day out 

with your fellow Motafrenz members. 

 

Unfortunately, the Titanic event was 

scuttled – no pun intended – due to a 

lack of numbers. Thanks for the 

suggestion and organisation to Ross and 

also for preparing the replacement 

event. The reminders are already in 

circulation for this. 

 

Our next Committee meeting is on 11/09 

at the Retreat Hotel in Abbotsford – 

come along if you’re interested! The 

meal afterwards is a great chance for a 

laugh and healthy banter – all at great 

pub prices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first round of the 2019-20 Slot Car 

Championship has been run – if you’d 

like to try out this fun (and slightly 

competitive) event, see the details in the 

Events section of Cruise Control. Round 

2 will be held on 18/09. 

 

If you have not tried out Cheap Eats on 

the last Monday of the month, I’d 

encourage you to come along. It’s a busy 

night, so RSVP’s are essential as the 

venue is packed! Nick has all the details 

– keep an eye out for the reminder 

emails and let him know if you want to 

come along. 

 

With the warmer weather to come, I 

hope to see you come along to some 

events. If you’re nervous, new or both, 

let me know you’re coming (I am at most 

events) and I’ll introduce you around. 

 

Hope to see you soon! 

 

Yours in Motoring, 

 

-Alan 
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 GAY-TRACTIONS 

Upcoming Events Calendar 

 

RECURRING MONTHLY EVENTS 

COMMITTEE MEETING AND DINNER 
(2nd Wednesday each month) 
WHERE: Retreat Hotel, 226 Nicholson St, 
Abbotsford. Off Johnston St. 
 
TIME: Arrive around 6:45pmish. 
Committee Meeting starts at 7pm in The 
Carringbush Meeting Room Upstairs. 
 
DETAILS: You’re invited to come along and 
participate. If you have an event idea or 
any other suggestions, this is the perfect 
opportunity to have your say. 
 
After the meeting, we enjoy a good pub 
meal and a few light refreshments. 
 
UPCOMING MEETING DATES:   

Wednesday 11th  September 2019 

Wednesday 9th  October 2019 

Wednesday 13th  November 2019 

Wednesday 11th  December 2019 

 
COST (if dining): Main course $20 - $35 
 
BOOKING: Preferred 
 
CONTACT: Joseph 
secretary@motafrenz.org.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SLOT CAR RACING 
(3rd Wednesday each month) 

 
 
A light-hearted, fun evening at Chris’ slot 
car raceway on the third Wednesday of 
each month. 
 
Loan cars available for newcomers.  
Experience levels vary and the main thing 
is to enjoy the social time, have a laugh 
and catchup chat.  
 
BYO snacks. 
Soft drinks, tea and coffee are provided. 
Please arrive between 7:30 - 7:45 PM. 
 
COST: Free 
 
CONTACT: Chris 
slotcars@motafrenz.org.au 
 
UPCOMING RACING DATES:  

Wednesday 18th September 2019 

Wednesday 16th October 2019 

Wednesday 20th November 2019 

Wednesday 18th December 2019 
  

mailto:secretary@motafrenz.org.au
mailto:slotcars@motafrenz.org.au
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SUNDAY DRIVE & LUNCH 
(3rd Sunday each month) 
For details, see events listings on the 
following pages, or refer to 
www.motafrenz.org.au/events. 
 
 
CHEAP EATS 
(Last Monday each month) 
Join your Motafrenz for a night of cheap 
eats and social comradery! 
 
DETAILS: Pacinos Italian Family Restaurant 
in Flemington does a great parma at a 
great price - in 13 very different ways! 
 
COST: $10 Parmas and $2 sides - and 
they're licensed! You can also order off 
their full menu on the night. 
 
RSVP: Booking is essential as they are 
often fully booked! 
 
CONTACT: Nick – 
webmaster@motafrenz.org.au 
 
 
FYI EVENTS 
(Events held by other car clubs or 
external motoring bodies) 
Please note: The nature of events and any 
entertainment provided by external 
organisations is outside the control of 
Motafrenz. 
 
Members may care to view the external 
event's website where they can assess for 
themselves the suitability of the event and 
the entertainment provided by the 
organisers. 
 
 
 
 

4WD DAY TRIPS  
 
In the past we have run very successful 
4WD events. 
 
These were scheduled with fixed dates 
and locations, with varying difficulty levels 
out of five. 
 
Some members have taken up the offer to 
complete a 4WD courses. 
 
Motafrenz holds an EPIRB emergency 
beacon device for such use where 
telephony and radio communications are 
compromised, which is often the case on 
4WD events. 
 
Past events have been family and 
community friendly with picnics in 
amazingly beautiful locations. 
 
The Motafrenz Committee looks forward 
to getting 4WD events rolling again but it 
does need time commitment. 
 
Consider becoming active in this role and 
taking on 4WD events - contact Jeff: 
events@motafrenz.org.au 
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SEPTEMBER

 
 
 

COMMITTEE MEETING AND DINNER 

DATE: Wednesday 11 September 

DETAILS: See Recurring Monthly Events 

 

 

SPOTSWOOD PUB LUNCH & FIRE 

SERVICES MUSEUM VICTORIA 

RESTORATION WORKSHOPS 

DATE: 15 September 2019 - TIME: 10am 

pre-meet 

MEET: Pre-meet at 10am to 10:30am at 

the car park on the Yarra River on Douglas 

Parade in Spotswood  (Melway map 42 

grid B1) opposite the old Scienceworks 

Pumping Station building (now Science 

Works) right on the Yarra River. Then 

we’re off for a short historic cruise before 

12:30am pub lunch Spotswood Hotel 62 

Hudsons Rd Spotswood (Melway map 41 

grid K12) 

DESTINATION: Fire Service Museum 

(Melway map 55 grid K7) 

DETAILS: From the pre-meet, which is 

next to the site where the punt once 

crossed the Yarra River before the 

Westgate Bridge was built, a short cruise 

around the historic area before a pub 

lunch at the Spotswood Hotel before we 

head off to the Fire Services Museum 

Victoria Restoration Workshops. This tour 

is by appointment to Motafrenz which 

Ross J has kindly arranged for us. 

BOOKING: RSVP is helpful to know 

numbers and who to wait for. 

BRING: Your best ride, friends and family. 

SUITS: All vehicle types 

ROADS: Sealed – Freeway & main roads 

PETS: No  

COST: Pub lunch at own cost. A donation 

might be accepted at the museum. 

CONTACT: Jeff W 

events@motafrenz.org.au or on the day: 

0429311737 

LINKS: 

Google map for pre-meet: 

https://goo.gl/maps/VqGxeaNQtrYbeFKG

8 

Spotswood Hotel: 

https://spotswoodhotel.com.au/ 

Google map for Spotswood Hotel: 

https://goo.gl/maps/MdUU1xRWSJxjiJ1j7 

Fire Services Museum Victoria Restoration 

Workshops 

http://www.fsmv.net.au/about_us.html#

workshop 

 

 

 

 

 

https://goo.gl/maps/VqGxeaNQtrYbeFKG8
https://goo.gl/maps/VqGxeaNQtrYbeFKG8
https://goo.gl/maps/VqGxeaNQtrYbeFKG8
https://goo.gl/maps/VqGxeaNQtrYbeFKG8
https://spotswoodhotel.com.au/
https://goo.gl/maps/MdUU1xRWSJxjiJ1j7
http://www.fsmv.net.au/about_us.html#workshop
http://www.fsmv.net.au/about_us.html#workshop
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SLOT CAR RACING 

DATE: Wednesday 18 September 

DETAILS: See Recurring Monthly Events 

 

 

FYI - BAY TO BIRDSWOOD 

DATE: 27 – 29 SEP 2019 

 

 

CHEAP EATS - PARMAS AT PACINOS 

DATE: Monday 30 September, 7:30pm – 

10:00pm 

WHERE: Pacinos Italian Family Restaurant, 

28/300 Epsom Rd, Flemington VIC 3031, 

Australia  

DETAILS: see Events List 

RSVP: Nick - 

webmaster@motafrenz.org.au or 0409 

853 353. 
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OCTOBER 

 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING AND DINNER 

DATE: Wednesday 9 October 

DETAILS: See Recurring Monthly Events 

 

 

SLOT CAR RACING 

DATE: Wednesday 16 October 

DETAILS: See Recurring Monthly Events 

 

 

TRAFALGER HOLDEN MUSEUM CRUISE 

DATE: Sunday 20 October 

TIME: 10am to 5pm at Trafalgar but 

finding anyone will be nearly impossible 

unless we travel together from the pre-

meet place. Cruise starts at 1pm and back 

in just over an hour. 

DETAILS: Ever since the demise of 

Australian car manufacturing, the 

Trafalgar Holden Museum came up with 

the Route 69 Cruise celebrating 69 years 

of Holden vehicles including a W class 

tram. 

The annual Trafalgar Holden Museum 

Route 69 Cruise travels 69 kms across 

beautiful Gippsland to remember the 

glorious 69 years that Holden produced 

cars in Australia. Start at the Museum at 

1pm. All Holdens welcome. 50 years of 

Monaro completes a special celebration. 

There is always a massive display of 

thousands of Holdens of every type 

imaginable spread over many sports ovals 

and around the museum. Not all cars take 

part in the memorial drive but it is 

certainly one huge show and shine day for 

anyone who has a Holden old or new. You 

can certainly get there in any marque of 

car you like but the one hour tour is just 

for Holdens made by Holden.  

COST: Zero unless you want a squiz in the 

Museum. 

RSVP: Jeff W – events@motafrenz.org.au 
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CHEAP EATS - PARMAS AT PACINOS 

DATE: Monday 28 October – TIME: 

WHERE: Pacinos Italian Family Restaurant, 

28/300 Epsom Rd, Flemington VIC 3031, 

Australia  

DETAILS: see Events List 

RSVP: Nick - 

webmaster@motafrenz.org.au or 0409 

853 353. 
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NOVEMBER 

 

 

SHOW & SHINE 

DATE: Sunday 10 November 

WHERE: Como Park North, Alexandra Ave 

South Yarra. 

TIME: 10am to 3pm, Display vehicle arrival 

time: 10am to 11am 

DETAILS: The Motafrenz Show and Shine 

is a fully inclusive day for all vehicles of 

any age, marque, condition, configuration 

and colour. Visitors are welcome to 

display with us or simply enjoy the day 

and meeting club members and their 

vehicles. Weather permitting of course it 

will be a relaxing day for a picnic and 

sharing motoring knowledge and stories. 

Themes are encouraged and voted on. 

Voting will once again be by all those 

participating. 

DISPLAY LINE UP: 

Row 1 - up to 1959. Vintage, veteran and 

post war vehicles basically before 1960s 

styling. 

Row 2 - 1960 to 1979. Typically chrome 

bumpers and plenty of colour. 

Row 3 - 1980 to 1994. Typically classic 

plastic bumper > 25 years old. Often on 

CPS. 

Row 4 - 1995 to present.  

CATEGORIES: 

Favourite pre 1960 (first row) 

Favourite 1960 to 1979 (second row) 

Favourite 1980 to 1994 (third row) 

Favourite Post 1995 (fourth row) 

Best in Show (all rows) 

Best themed presentation  (any row) 

Committee’s Choice award (overall 

favourite as chosen by the committee 

members present) 

BOOKING: RSVP encouraged. It really 

helps to make the day successful. 

BRING: Family, friends and a picnic lunch. 

A barbecue will be provided with sausages 

in bread for gold coin donation. There is 

also the alfresco Kanteen café over the 
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road that does excellent coffee, Turkish 

pizzas & hearty breakfasts riverside and 

take away.  

SUITS: Any vehicle you wish to display. 

Does not have to be a car. 

CLUB ENDORSED CPS EVENT: Motafrenz 

Constitution requires members with 

vehicles registered under our Club Permit 

Scheme (CPS) to have their vehicle sighted 

at one event per year and this is the ideal 

opportunity for that sighting. 

ROADS: Sealed – Freeway & main roads. 

Parking on sports ground grass. 

PETS: This is a dog-friendly event. 

COST: $5 per vehicle owner. Gold coins for 

Sausage Sizzle. 

RSVP: Jeff W - events@motafrenz.org.au 

Mobile on the day: 0429 311 737 

 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING AND DINNER 

DATE: Wednesday 13 November 

DETAILS: See Recurring Monthly Events 

 

 

FYI – BENDIGO SWAP MEET 

WHEN: SATURDAY 16 & SUNDAY 17 

SEPTEMBER 

 

 

SLOT CAR RACING 

DATE: Wednesday 20 November 

DETAILS: See Recurring Monthly Events 

 

 

 

CHEAP EATS - PARMAS AT PACINOS 

When: Monday November 25 – TIME: 

WHERE: Pacinos Italian Family Restaurant, 

28/300 Epsom Rd, Flemington VIC 3031, 

Australia  

DETAILS: see Events List 

RSVP: Nick - 

webmaster@motafrenz.org.au or 0409 

853 353.  
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DECEMBER 

 

 

COMMITTEE MEETING AND DINNER 

DATE: Wednesday 11 December 

DETAILS: See Recurring Monthly Events 

 

 

MOTAFRENZ CHRISTMAS PARTY 

DATE: Sunday 15 December 

TIME: Midday – 4pm 

WHERE: Address details will be provided 

when you RSVP 

DETAILS: The Motafrenz Christmas party 

is always one of the best attended events 

of the year and is always a jolly good time 

to be had by all so we all hope to see you 

all there. Feel free to dress for the 

occasion of course as we love a bit of 

colour and movement. 

This year member Nick B has offered his 

place in Brunswick to host the Motafrenz 

Christmas party so we’re taking him up on 

his offer and hope to have a  great time.  

An expansive Australian Christmas 

barbecue lunch will be provided. 

Bring an anonymous ~$10 Kris Kringle gift 

beautifully, or very hastily wrapped and 

put it under the Christmas tree. 

 

Master of Ceremonies Mary Christmas 

and her trusty elves will hand out an 

anonymous Kris Kringle to every one of us 

who brought one along with the usual 

entertainment that only a Motafrenz 

Christmas party can provide. 

BOOKING: Necessary for catering. 

BRING: ~$10 Kris Kringle, friends, family, 

your Christmas spirit and perhaps even 

some Christmas bling to boot. The more 

the merrier, and of course your special 

vehicle to enjoy the street talk.  

PETS: There’s already 2 Cavalier King 

Charles Spaniels here! So please check 

with the host beforehand. ☺ 

COST: $25 

RSVP: Nick B 0409 853 353 or 

webmaster@motafrenz.org.au 

On the day, contact Jeff W on: 

0429311737 

 

 

SLOT CAR RACING 

DATE: Wednesday 18 December 

DETAILS: See Recurring Monthly Events 
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CHEAP EATS - PARMAS AT PACINOS 

When: Monday 30 December – TIME: 

WHERE: Pacinos Italian Family Restaurant, 

28/300 Epsom Rd, Flemington VIC 3031, 

Australia  

DETAILS: see Events List 

RSVP: Nick - 

webmaster@motafrenz.org.au or 0409 

853 353.  
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BUCKLED TO THE HISTORY 

OF THE SEATBELT 

 

 

 

Article by Nick B. 
 
It's almost 50 years since an Australian state made history via the compulsory use of seatbelts. 
 
Volvo and Victoria dominated seatbelt history. The first car to be equipped with three-point 
seatbelts in the front was a Volvo P544 delivered to a dealer in Kristianstad, Sweden on August 
13, 1959. And a little more than 11 years later, Victoria became the world's first legislature to 
decree mandatory wearing of seatbelts. 
 
 

 
 
 
It was November 17, 1970, that the then Chief Secretary of the Victorian State Government, 
Sir Arthur Rylah, made the announcement. The legislation came into effect on December 22 of 
the same year, just in time for the Christmas peak traffic period. 
  
The effect on road trauma was so great - the death toll was down by almost 10 per cent in the 
first year - that all other Australian states followed and by January 1, 1972 the wearing of belts 
was compulsory throughout Australia. Other countries also introduced similar laws. 
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As early as the 1930s there were calls for manufacturers to provide seatbelts in new vehicles. 
Belts had only just begun to be used in aeroplanes, doubtless catalysed by the desire of bolder 
pilots to be able to fly upside down. 
 
But the laws of physics did not need to be tested so hard to make the advantages self-evident 
the first seatbelt patent was granted in 1885 to one Edward J Claghorn. A number of 
prominent US physicians equipped their own cars with lap belts to lead by example. 
 
In 1954 the Sports Car Club of America required racing drivers to wear two-point belts. Volvo 
offered an optional two-point cross-chest diagonal belt in 1956. In 1958 Saab became the first 
manufacturer to offer lap belts as standard in its cars, introducing them in the 750 GT. 
 
Front seatbelts were mandatory in all cars sold in Australia after January 1, 1969. Belts had 
been manufactured in Australia since the late 1950s and by 1963-64 the annual volume was 
more than 300,000, increasing to a million over the next half decade. 
 
From June 30, 1964 South Australian legislation decreed the fitting of mounting points to all 
outboard positions. Victoria echoed this move on October 1 of the same year. But although 
motorists accepted the safety benefit, there was no great move towards fitting seatbelts, even 
though mounting points, at least for the outboard front seats, were fitted to almost all new 
cars displayed at the 1966 Melbourne Motor Show (where seatbelts were universally available 
as optional extras). 
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Work began on three-point belts in 1951 but it took eight years to arrive at production reality.  
Volvo's Nils Bohlin developed the single most important safety breakthrough in automotive 
history. The company has remained at or near the forefront of seatbelt technology ever since. 
 
Volvo made lap-sash belts standard on its domestic market in 1959. In 1963, lap-sash front 
belts were fitted to all Volvos sold in the USA. Volvo began installing rear lap belts in 1967, 
moving to the lap-sash type five years later. It had a centre inertia-reel belt in the rear of its 
cars by 1986. 
 
 

 
 

Nils Bohlin (L) inventor of seatbelt and installed as standard on new model Volvo (R) 
 
 
The first US manufacturer to offer lap belts as an option was Nash in 1949. Ford followed in 
1955, but, in a pessimistic burst of illogicality, American buyers took this as an admission that 
the design of the vehicles themselves was unsafe... After all, other manufacturers mostly did 
not offer the belts. 
 
The take-up rate was low and Ford's experience led to the introduction of the long-held adage 
(only outdated in the past 20 years) that 'safety does not sell'. 
 
Ralph Nader's landmark 1965 book Unsafe at any Speed the designed-in dangers of the 
American Automobile was a major contributor to the rush into seatbelts in the second half of 
the 1960s. But even before his book hit the shelves, Nader's views were well known and he 
was engaged in highly public battles with the Detroit carmakers, chiefly General Motors. That 
same year (1965) all US manufacturers started equipping cars with belts front and rear in 
advance of legislation. 
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Nils Bohlin (L) inventor of seatbelt demonstrates how to use the belt at an auto show in 
England, 1960. 

 
 
Richard Gerstenberg, Chairman of General Motors, happened to be at Fishermans Bend 
visiting Holden in 1965 when a telephone call came through from the US detailing some 
development in the Nader controversy. This triggered the decision to fit belts as standard. 
 
Holden managed to get lap-sash front belts into the HR in September 1966, six months after 
the model's launch. 
 
To demonstrate the strength of these belts, the public relations people managed to suspend 
an HR Holden from one seat belt with a smaller Viva suspended by a second seat belt beneath 
the HR. 
 
John Bremner, a public relations man on the scene, laughed about this later but probably 
didn't on the day. Apparently the crane driver was a little jerky in his manoeuvres putting a 
sudden strain on his load. The top-belt steel anchor plate split and the HR Holden dropped 
onto the Viva, flattening it and changing the focus of the media's attention. 
 
By 1975 inertia-reel belts were fitted to the outboard front seats of all new cars sold in 
Australia and some years later these also found their way into the rear. The advantage of this 
style of belt over the manually adjustable variety is manifest but a 2007 study conducted by 
the Ford Motor Company showed that a standard inertia reel seatbelt does not prevent the 
wearer's head from making contact with the roof in a standard rollover test. 
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Thus the next big step forward was the pretensioner or web-clamp. Daimler-Benz was the 
pioneer, introducing them on its 1981 S-Class. 
 
In the event of an impact the pretensioner tightens the belt almost instantly. The web-clamp 
limits the distance the belt can spool out and usually incorporates 'rip stitching' which gives 
way at a predetermined point to soften the encounter between belt and the occupant. 
 
These 'automatic' elements added great value to the three-point lap-sash seatbelt. The original 
manually adjustable type was rarely worn properly. Nevertheless, it is well known that more 
than three points is ideal, which is why racing drivers use five, six or even seven-point belts, 
which must be painstakingly adjusted. 
 
Thus far no inertia reel component can be incorporated into these multi-point set-ups. The use 
of such belts in road cars remains infeasible. 
 
One of the key advantages of the three-point belt is that it can be fastened and unfastened 
with one hand. Consumers only ever expect things to get easier. If this ease of operation could 
be applied to a four or five-point system, then that would be a logical next step. 
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Expect breakthroughs in the near future. Volvo has already set itself the seemingly unrealistic 
goal that no person will be killed or seriously injured in one of its cars in 2020. 
 
When it introduced the three-point belt, the Swedish company shared the patent with all the 
world's car manufacturers. Currently the company is engaged in experiments with a four-point 
arrangement and also with a motorised belt that can re-position the driver into the least 
dangerous position when an imminent impact is detected. 
 
While in recent years much more attention has been paid to airbag technology, there is still 
room for further developments in the simple seatbelt. 
 
It's likely Volvo, if not Australia will lead the way again... 
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COMMITTEE PROFILE 
 

 

This section is a new feature of Cruise Control. 
Its aim is to help familiarise you with the club’s Committee 

Members and let them share their story with you. 
 

Up first is our club President, Alan. 
 

 
 

 
Hi!, I’m Alan Benedetti – Club President and Federation Delegate. 

 

I’m happily partnered for just over 7yrs – we live in West Footscray and have a fur-baby named 

Ernest (he’s a delightfully pretty, but badly-behaved, grey tabby cat). 

 

I work in car transport – if you ever need/want to move a recent acquisition, drop mea line 

and I will see what I can do for you – friends and Motafrenz members always get a good rate… 

 

I’d procrastinated about joining Motafrenz for many years, but a couple of friends bit the 

bullet before me – as a thank you, one of them decided to bring me along and join me up. This 

was in May 2012. I’ve really enjoyed my time in Motafrenz and continue to do so. 

 

Since joining the Committee in July 2013, I’ve held the role of Events Coordinator (2yrs), 

Federation Delegate (4th year now) and Club President (2nd year). 

 

My role as Federation Delegate entails traveling to 4 meetings held around Victoria to discuss 

various issues facing the motoring community. 

 

Much has been discussed about ways to improve the Club Permit Scheme, changes to 

Government legislation and services to the motoring public as a whole. I report back to the 

Committee and share information that is relevant to our members. 

 

As President, I chair our meetings, attend external community events and, if necessary, 

become the face of the Club.  

 

Over my life, I’ve owned 9 cars and currently have 2. 

 

As a kid, I was always into cars and motor sport – luckily my mother likes motor sport as well 

and we were regulars at the Baskerville Circuit in Hobart. 
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I’ve owned 3 Fords – an Escort (1st car), KA (the weird euro hatch & 5th car) and a Focus XR5 

(7th car & off the last batch of them imported to Aus). I’ve owned 2 Toyotas – a Corolla wagon 

(1981 KE30 5sp CS & 2nd car) and an AE82 Seca CSX & 4th car). The remainders – a Jellybean 

Mazda 121 (3rd car & saved my life in a serious car accident), an AH Astra Hatch (6th car and 

seemingly cursed), a 1990 Volvo 240 wagon (8th car, still owned and rare 5sp) and a Polo GTi 

hatch (current car, 1.8 turbo and manual). 

 

I’ve always had a thing for Volvo 240’s – I think it was the “anti-race car” that was turned into 

one in the late 80’s & early 90’s that really did it for me. When I decided to get a classic, this 

was my first thought (but not my only one). 

 

I was looking on CarSales and stumbled across the ad and sent off an enquiry – I think the rare 

nature of a manual is what sold me. I had the car transported from Alice Springs where it had 

spent nearly 10yrs and have completed an assortment of repairs and slight improvements 

since it came into my life 3.5yrs ago. I’ve only had a couple of big problems but am aware of a 

few issues to be looked at. Parts are pretty easy to come by too which helps! 

 

 

 
 

My 1990 Volvo 240 Wagon, known as “Lars”  
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MALDON DRIVE  

 

Article by Mat G 
 

 

We started our day at the Calder Park rest stop on a very windy Sunday morning, with both the 
Rover club and the Macedon ranges car club also using the same location as their starting 
point for their travels. 
 
Greeted with an assortment of vehicles our large group of Motafrenz, around 30, made our 
way to the historic town of Maldon, the first in Australia to be listed as such. 
 
We arrived to the Maldon Vintage Machinery Museum, where Dot and family in their lovely 
Jaguar met us, a volunteer run museum full of an eclectic mix of machinery, from steam 
engines, printing presses, household appliances, fire service and more as shall be seen in the 
pictures. 
 
The volunteers were kind enough to show us around and provide insight into the machinery 
present, most of it locally sourced from Maldon and its surrounds. The manual linotype 
printing presses were used to printer the local paper, the Tarrengower times, until 1991!  
 
Towards the end of the tour as the rain started to descend, we decided to make our way to the 
centre to have lunch. 
 
We decided to have a meal in the Kangaroo Hotel, sheltered away from the now pelting rain. It 
turned out to be a busy kitchen and thus the meals took a while to arrive. Despite the delay it 
was lovely to be able to eat and socialise in a warm, relaxed atmosphere. 
 
The delay meant that we had to put off the visit to Carman’s tunnel and Mt Tarrengower 
lookout, most of the group decided to have a wander around town and look at the anti-Q’s 
(thanks Chris G). 
 
Phil and I decided to visit the tunnel, it was a pleasant tour and the guide was very 
knowledgeable, and the lookout was interesting despite the cold rain. 
 
There is an annual vintage car hill climb up Mt Tarrengower. 
 
I recommend anyone to check out these locales next time in Maldon, or possibly for a future 
event. 
 
Thanks to everyone for attending! 
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AOMC & FEDERATION 

UPDATES 

 

 

 
Information provided by our AOMC & Federation Delegates 
 
CPSV Ruling from VicRoads 
The fitment of a fuel injection requires a VASS certificate if the vehicle was not 
originally fitted with fuel injection. 
Likewise, the fitment of the new breed of ‘injected’ carburettors will require a VASS 
as they will also necessitate the fitment of an electronic fuel pump – which the 
original carburettor vehicle would not have been fitted with. 
 
VicRoads Meeting with Motorcycle Clubs 
Motorcycle Clubs and motorcycle representatives from mixed vehicle clubs are 
invited to attend a meeting with VicRoads with a focus on the Club Plate Scheme and 
how the scheme relates to motorcycles. 
Meeting to be held: Jaguar Austin Healey Club Rooms - 23 Rosalie Street, Springvale 
Thursday 24th October commencing at 7.30pm 
Light refreshments will be provided. The focus of the meeting will be on Motorcycles 
and the CPS not four or multi wheeled vehicles. 
Bookings essential: Tel.: 03 9558 4829 
Email: secretary@aomc.asn.au 
 
 
 
AOMC Delegates Report August 2019 by Jeffrey Whitehead 
The quarterly August AOMC delegates meeting was held this time at the Macedon 
Ranges & District Motor Club Saturday 19 August. Expansive club rooms and plenty 
of space  for parking. It started with morning tea and garage talk followed by a cruise 
up to Mt Macedon and back for lunch before two very interesting guest speakers and 
the delegates meeting was under way. 
 
The minutes of the delegates meeting will be available shortly. 
The meeting opened with the local mayor paying respect to elders past and present. 
 
Robby from the MR&DMC opened the meeting paying tribute to those responsible 
for making this club so successful. It is a marque independent club like Motafrenz. 
Robby pointed out the advantages of sighting members CPS cars once a year with a 
hoist and pointed out how this has been a valuable asset to the members. 
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On to the meeting and the president once again pointed out CPS abuse which 
threatens the systems viability. Such abuse includes, service for a fee and generally 
not being compliant with the requirements for non-commercial use. Also, the abuse 
of CPS Slimline plates which are illegal and should be reported. The AOMC will 
investigate of any non-compliance before reporting to VicRoads. 
 
The meeting with VicRoads about motorcycle clubs wanting CPS took place. Currently 
there is no ‘M’ CPS plates for motorcycles. The next step is a public discussion forum 
to identify any particular concerns that could be addressed. I have already informed 
the Melbourne Motorcycle Tourers. There will also be a forthcoming forum for 
commercial vehicles. 
 
The Aussie Classic Car show is now rescheduled for Saturday 2 November. 
Saturday 16 May 2020is the Florence Thomson Tour. Touring the Surf coast starting 
in Torquay and visiting Barwon Park Mansion and Lorne before finishing at the RACV 
Torquay resort. The Florence Thomson Tour is an event for women drivers. Keep an 
eye out in RoyalAuto or via Motafrenz for forthcoming information on registrations 
which are expected to fill in a week or two. 
 
Guest Speaker: Roger Gibbs 
Roger was a child when he attended the launch of the first Holden with his father. He 
remembers the kiddy rides and the free ice cream but that’s about it. He also 
remembers the day the Holden's CEO arrived at his house with the drawings of 
recommended improvements spread all over the family lounge room floor. Some of 
these changes had to made to the 1962 EJ, without pushing the release date back. 
See before and after below. 
 
 

 
 
 
Amongst the many fascinating Holden stories we heard, I’ll tell just a few here. 
The first Holden was the 48/215 but how did it become known as the FX? The reason 
was because the 48/215 had lever shock absorbers which were failing and the FJ was 
to be released with a new crossmember with telescopic shock absorbers. The 
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drawings were all headed ‘X-member’ But Holden couldn’t wait so introduced them 
during the 48/215 model production run. 
The Torana GTR-X almost went in to production but General Motors head office told 
Holden to drop it as they were feeling the media pressure over these race like 
performance cars being sold to young men who were killing themselves in them left 
right and centre. I have ridden in a Torana SLR5000 around Beach Road at 100mph 
and I’m still here. 
 
 

 
 
 
Roger, having studied engineering at Melbourne Uni, went on to work with his father 
at Holden right through to the release of the last Monaro. In this story Roger tells us 
that the concept version put on display at the Sydney car show was just that. A 
shorter cut back and hobbled together concept car not intended for production as 
they already new the production costs could not be justified. 
 
However car dealers were already taking orders so they did something for the first 
time in General Motors history. They went straight from CAD to CAM without field 
testing development, as they already had the Commodore fully computer virtualised, 
Then they only had to validate the Monaro at Lang Lang proving grounds which it 
passed. This saved the company some $16m in development and testing costs. 
 
Roger finished showing us his rare bronze official reproduction sculpture he was 
given when he left Holden. Originally sculpted by Rayner Hoff-Australia, 1894 – 1937 
(for the Holden Motor Company) 1926-27, cast c.1930. Rayner’s work can be seen all 
around the National War Museum. 
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Guest speaker: Neil Stamp 
Neil runs a retro fit seatbelt business. As a motoring enthusiast is happy to chat to 
anyone who calls him after 6pm weekdays. Products included 17 colours of webbing, 
retrofit to old buckles, inertia winders that can be mounted at many angles, brackets 
that will hold to wooden chassis.  
 
Neil also does spun aluminium moon caps, tacho housings and modifies wire wheels. 
For further information, contact Neil Stamp, Kangaroo Flat Bendigo 
nanddstamp@bigpond.com 5447 7555 
 
 
 
 
 
--- 
 
 
 
 
 
The next AOMC delegates meeting is also the AGM. Note that the current president 
is not standing for re-election. 
 
 
The AOMC request that all car associate clubs ask their members for involvement 
particularly in the role of Secretary. Should you be prepared to help out with this 
significant peak body, please come along. You only have to be a member of an 
affiliated club to be involved and you are encouraged to get involved. 
 
 
The AOMC AGM will be held Monday 25/11/2019- 7:30m at the Jaguar Austin Healey 
Club Rooms - 23 Rosalie Street, Springvale. 
 
 
Please let Jeff W know if you wish to attend: events@motafrenz.org.au
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Third Wednesday of the month 

RSVP: Chris M - slotcars@motafrenz.org.au 

www.vintage-slot-car-racing.com/motafrenz.htm 

http://www.vintage-slot-car-racing.com/motafrenz.htm
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